4c/5c (2/1) or 11/12 (5/1) is discussed.
The isoindolo[2,1-a] [3, 1] benzoxazines and derivatives are known heterocycles. The most of them have been synthesized from anthranilic acid or the corresponding ester. Condensation of these starting materials with 2-acyl(or formyl)benzoic acids [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] or phthalic anhydride 6 gave isoindolo[2,1-a] [3, 1] benzoxazine-5,11-diones A diversely substituted (R 1 = H, OH, CH 3 , C 6 H 5 , p-CH 3 O-C 6 H 4 , …). More recently, 7 the Baeyer-Villiger oxidation of the 1Hisoindolo[2,1-a] indole-11-carboxaldehyde led to a mixture of A (R = H, 34%) accompanied by the 10b-hydroxy-10bH-isoindolo[2,1-a]indole-5,11-dione. All of these derivatives are 5,11-diones and to our knowledge only one report 8 concerned the preparation (from phthalaldehyde and substituted acetophenones) of isoindolo[2,1-a] [3, 1] benzoxazines B substituted at C 5 and/or C 11 . Furthermore, they were obtained in a relatively poor yield (25 to 35%) and accompanied with two other products and without stereocontrol of the reaction.
From these results we wish to report that the reaction of an appropriated hydroxylactamalcohol with an acid offers a convenient synthetic route for obtaining a variety of isoindolo[2,1-a] [3, 1] benzoxazines C with two chiral carbons C 5 and C 6a . A generalization of that cyclization is illustrated by the synthesize of isoindolo [1,2-c] [2, 4] This tetracyclic system C, after retrosynthetic analysis, could be the result of the formation of carbon-oxygen bond using N-acyliminium ion-nucleophilic heteroatom. It is well known that hydroxylactam can give a substitution product 9 under an acid catalyze in the presence of a nucleophile via a N-acyliminium ion. We recently reported the use of sulfur or nitrogen atom as nucleophile. [10] [11] [12] Althought glycolic acid or its ester did not react 10 under these conditions the oxygen atom has already been used as nucleophile. [13] [14] [15] Thus it was reasonable to investigate the reaction depicted in scheme 1. When ethyl anthranilate 1a was allowed to react with phthalic anhydride in refluxing toluene, known compound 2a 16 was obtained. This imide-ester 2a was reduced with sodium borohydride into hydroxylactam-alcohol 3a accompanied with the opened compound.
Interestingly the reduction occurred on both the imide function and the ester function. The direct reduction with sodium borohydride of the ester function was rather unexpected.
Actually, under the same conditions the ester function of the N-(o-ester benzyl)phthalimide derivative did not react. 11 The proximity of the hydroxyl group obtained after reduction of the imide 2a seems to favor the attack of the ester function by the sodium borohydride. The opened compound (similar to 6) was easily separated from the mixture by solubilisation in cold dichloromethane. Consequently the insoluble hydroxylactam-alcohol 3a was treated with a catalytic amount of p-toluenesulfonic acid in dichloromethane. The isoindolo[2,1-a] [3, 1] benzoxazine 4a was obtained as a racemic mixture in a quantitative yield. Since the reaction of a N-acyliminium ion with a -nucleophile is stereocontrolled 9 Furthermore, the proton H 6a was shifted to lower field in 4b ( H 6a = 6.18 ppm) than in 5b
(H 6a = 5.79 ppm) due to the anisotropic effect of the phenyl group. A similar shift has been observed with oxazolopiperidones. 15 This stereoselectivity was rationalized in terms of a chair like transition state. Analysis of the two diastereomers 4b and 5b suggests that the phenyl group prefers a pseudo-equatorial orientation leading to 4b. Furthermore, it is interesting to note that the N-acyliminium ion-aromatic cyclization did not occur since the possible isoindolo[2,1-a] dibenzo[c,f]azepine was not observed.
An identical approach was tested for the preparation of 4c and 5c. Actually, it has been reported 18 that the condensation of o-aminoacetophenone 1c with phthalic anhydride gave a mixture of the phthalimide 2c and an isoindoloquinolinedione. That mixture was dependent on the conditions of the reaction. In a similar manner as above, the hydroxylactam 3c via the N-acyliminium ion D (R = CH 3 ) led to a 2/1 diastereomeric mixture of 4c and 5c. The major diastereomer was found to be 4c after analysis of the NMR data. For both 4c and 5c the proton H 5 is now a quadruplet due to the presence of the methyl group. In contrast to the phenyl derivatives 4b and 5b, the chemical shifts of protons H 6a are very close, 5.24 and 5.34 ppm for 4c and 5c respectively. The diastereoselectivity of the reaction can be explained by the same way than for 4b/5b. As above, only the hydroxyl group acted as a nucleophile.
Actually, the possible dehydration of the alcohol 3c into the styrene derivative acting as a -nucleophile leading to an isoindolo[2,1-a]quinoline has not been observed. Similarly to 4b and 5b, the NMR signal of proton H 6a of trans isomer 12 (6.13 ppm) was shifted to higher field when compared with the corresponding proton in the cis isomer 11 (6.31 ppm).
In conclusion, this study reports an efficient entry into stereoselectively 5-substituted isoindolo 17 and 2c 18 were prepared as indicated in literature.
2-(2-Ethoxycarbonylphenyl)phthalimide (2a).
A solution of phthalic anhydride (8.9 g, 60 mmol), triethylamine (2 mL) and ethyl o-aminobenzoate 1a (9.9 g, 60 mmol) in toluene (60 mL) was refluxed for 24 h in a flask fitted with a Dean-Stark apparatus. The mixture was cooled to room temperature and was concentrated under reduced pressure. Recrystallization from ethanol of the residue afforded the corresponding phthalimide 2a with a 98% yield and mp: 105-106°C. This compound has been described from a suitable anilide derivative 16 mp:106°C (80%).
2,3-Dihydro-3-hydroxy-2-[2-(hydroxymethyl)phenyl]-1H-isoindol-1-one (3a).
To a mixture of phthalimide 2a (1.18 g, 4 mmol) in dry methanol (40 mL) at 10°C was added sodium borohydride (0.9 g, 24 mmol) by portions. To this mixture were added 5 drops of 
2,3-Dihydro-3-hydroxy-2-[2-(hydroxyphenylmethyl)phenyl]-1H-isoindol-1-one (3b).
This compound was prepared in a yield of 74% as a 2/1 ratio of diastereomers, from phthalimide 2b as described for reduction of 2a into 3a. The crude product was chromatographed (silica gelchloroforme/acetone 10/2) to furnish pure 3b as a 2/1 ratio of isomers. IR: 3323 (OH), 1663 (C=O) cm -1 . 
2,3-Dihydro-3-hydroxy-2-[2-(1-hydroxyethyl)phenyl]-1H-isoindol-1-one (3c).
This compound was prepared in a yield of 80% as a 2/1 ratio of diastereomers, from 
5,6a-Dihydro-isoindolo[2,1-a][3,1]benzoxazin-11-one (4a)
A solution of diol 3a (2.37 g, 10 mmol), p-toluenesulfonic acid (catalytic amount) in dichloromethane (100 mL) was stirred for 30 min (the reaction was monitored by TLC). The 
5,6a-Dihydro-5-methylisoindolo[2,1-a][3,1]benzoxazin-11-one (4c and 5c)
Compounds 4c and 5c were synthesized from 3c with a yield of 90% using the same procedure than for 4a. To a mixture of 9 (0.5 g, 15 mmol) in dry methanol (20 mL) at 0-10°C was added sodium borohydride (0.69 g, 30 mmol) by portions. This mixture was stirred for 2h and monitored by TLC (dichloromethane-acetone 5:1). After 2h, starting material has disappeared and the excess of sodium borohydride was decomposed by addition of cold water (10 mL) and 10% hydrochloric acid to the neutral pH. The precipitate was separated by filtration, washed with water, dried, concentrated under reduced pressure and recrystallized from ethanol to give a 
